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communication of intelligence to a distance, but for
studying atmospheric electricity'. It appears that
Fleming's account is quite misleading; and that before
1896 Popov, independently of Marconi, did transmit and
receive Hertzian waves, and published an account of it six
months earlier than Marconi. Popov, having c suffered
deeply from lack of encouragement on the part of stupid
Tsarist officials', died in 1906 at the age of forty-six. In
the perspective of history, the dispute seems academic;
but it is symptomatic of the extreme sensitivity of the
Russians in matters of national prestige in science; and it
is a warning to the historian of science not to dismiss all
Soviet claims on the grounds that some of them are non-
sense.
The reader must make do with nothing more than a
brief enumeration of some of the other claims.
In 1944 there was published a history of aviation in the
U.S.S.R. up to 1914. The book was reviewed in the
journal Oktyabr for 1944 (No. 12). It claims, among1
other things, that the first aeroplane was built and tested by
A". P. Mozhaiski, * twenty years before the brothers Wright *.
The tests could not have been very successful, because
other Soviet historians believe that the first flight on Russian
soil was not made until 1910. The first real successes
achieved with the helicopter were in Russia by the pupils of
Zhukovski in 1910 to 1912. The parachute was invented by
a Russian actor, G. Kotelnikov, and was demonstrated by
him in Paris.1 The electric arc is commonly believed to
have been invented by Davy, who presented his battery,
of 2,000 pairs of plates, to the Royal Society in 1810.
6 Without any reflection on Davy's merits *, says Professor
Zvorikin gently, * it is, nevertheless, necessary to state that
priority in inventing the electric arc belongs to the Russian
scholar ... V, V. Petrov.* Petrov published a paper on
the electric arc in 1803, and, what is more, his battery
contained 4,200 pairs "of plates.2 Polzunov built the first
1 Novi Mir, No. 10, 1944.	* Trud., 9.3.45.

